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THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE. 
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

( FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 



1. Before the Korean war, Communist China's requirements in leather were met 
primarily by imports from the United States and South America. The annual 
rate of use in Tientsin was IfiOO tons of shoe sole leather, 100,000 square 
feet of upper leather, 40,000 square feet of high-quality calf leather, 

and 40,000 square feet of kidskin. After the break with American firms in 1950, 
Communist China began to import considerable quantities of calf leather from 
Poland. Negotiations were under way in 1953 for sending Chinese raw calfskin 
to be processed in Poland and returned as finished leather to China. In 
Jan uar y 1953, the only high-quality American leather available in Tientsin 
was from old stocks of major wholesale dealers. The entire stock of American 
leather in Tientsin did not exceed 25,000 to 30,000 square feet. 

2. In January 1953, prices for leather in Tientsin were as follows; 

a. Shoe sole leathers JMP 40,000 per 15 kilograms 

b. Upper cowhide (from the United States); JMP 50,000 per square foot 

c. Upper horsehide (from South America). JMP 15,000 to JMP 20,000 per square foot 

d. Upper calf leather (from Poland) : JMP 35,000 per' square foot 

e. Upper calf leather (Chinese): JMP 7,000 to JMP 8,000 per Chinese square 

foot ( 10 x 10 inches) 

f. Kidskin (from the United States); JMP 4-0,000 per square foot 

3 . The cost of Europe an -style shoes went up with the increase in the price of 
leather. A pair of Chinese-style men's shoes was approximately JMP 25,000, 
a pair of European-style shoes made of local, leather was approximately JMP 
120,000, and a pair of European-style shoes made of imported leather was 
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approximately JMP 350 >000., 

imately 15 to 20 kilometers northwest of Tientsin. 

Government and tony purchases of le.tl.er .except when 

Sitie? S received a one p.re.nt cc-ls.ion of the -hole..!, prroe. 


l. 


the strict conditions imposed . However, firms which e ® failure 

punished 

severely. 


I 1 Comment. The romanization of this name appears incorrect. 

Probably Gun Si should be Kong Ssu which means company. 
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